
IT’S TIME 4U+2
Being an Agent of Life-Changing Love

Text: Luke 10:25-37

I

In the Spring of 1965, that same season when Rev. Arthur DeKruyter led a band 
of followers to found a church here in Oak Brook, God used another young 
pastor to lead an even larger movement that would ultimately secure voting 
rights for millions of disenfranchised Americans. In watching SELMA, the film 
that tells this story, I was reminded of why I am personally glad that the work 
and words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. continue to be remembered and 
honored and why it ought to matter to all of us, especially Christians.

It’s not because Dr. King was a perfect man, and the film is honest about this. 
It is because amidst the vastly greater sin of racism and injustice, Dr. King stood 
up, spoke out, stooped down, and strove courageously for the biblical vision of 
human worth and the biblical call to personal action that Jesus unquestionably 
declared. He demonstrated for people of every race, that truly following Jesus 
involves loving God and loving others in a fairly extreme way. And that form of 
“creative extremism,” as Dr. King described it, is what I want to think about 
with you today as we look together at Luke chapter 10.

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 
10:25) It’s a question that many people pose in one way or another, isn’t it? Is 
there a minimum behavior requirement to enjoy the blessings of God? Is there 
some sort of limited liability, medium-effort plan, for which I can sign up and 
have all the benefits of a great life in this world and the next? We can 
appreciate the question, can’t we? As I named bluntly last week, this tendency 
to hope that we can have the goodness of God pervade our lives and fill our 
world without much investment by us is pretty normal. 

But knowing the man is an expert lawyer, Jesus turns the inquiry back on him: 
“What is written in the Law?” Jesus replied. “How do you read 
it?” (Luke 10:26) The guy probably scratches his head and then comes up 
with two famous verses from the Mosaic Law. He answered, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’  and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Deut 6:6; Lev 16:18; Luke 10:27) 

II

At this point, the lawyer appears to be nailing this little interview. He has 
accurately described the two critical keys to living the eternal kind of life that 



Jesus has been teaching people about. THE KEYS TO LIFE are: (1) loving God 
and (2) loving others with all you are. Now, I recognize that when we hear the 
term “eternal life,” we tend to think “pie in the sky when you die.” But it’s 
important to understand that that is NOT how Jesus pictures it in his teaching 
ministry.   

For Jesus, “eternal life” was not only an everlasting QUANTITY of life beyond 
the grave; it was also an ever-loving QUALITY of life that can begin in the here 
and now. One of the major themes of Christ’s teaching is that the quality of life 
that characterizes the kingdom of heaven has actually broken into TIME and is 
available to human beings today. That’s why the very first message from the 
lips of Jesus is: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matt 
3:2).” Jesus says, in effect, stop in your tracks. Turn around. Come this way. 
Because, ETERNAL LIFE – that ever-loving quality of life that my Father in 
heaven gives in everlasting quantity to those who are joined by grace to him – 
it’s here for you now. Step into it.

I remember one Spring Break years ago when our family went down to Florida 
to the beautiful home of a friend. The home had a swimming pool surrounded 
at one end by these large rocks and a riot of ferns and flowers. There was this 
waterfall that cascaded down over the rocks and this absolutely perfect hot tub. 
And I remember how three of us got into it and felt the warm water wash the 
stress of a long journey and a cold winter away. One of the kids, however, was 
reluctant to get in. All of us so wanted him to come join us and some of us 
even got out into the relatively cold air to try and draw him. Finally, he stepped 
in and we watched his countenance change. He began bouncing up and down 
in the middle of that warm, bubbling circle. He was smiling and laughing and 
never wanting to leave. 

In what we now call the Great Commission, Jesus makes it clear that he wants 
everyone in the tub. He says that the life of love that God enjoys within the 
Trinity, we can be baptized into that now. We don’t have to wait till the 
Afterlife to be bathed in the warmth of God’s life-changing love. We can let his 
forgiving, life-empowering grace wash us now. We don’t have to live by the 
dysfunctional patterns in which we may have grown up or by the world’s rules. 
We can learn to live by Christ’s way instead. We can bounce in the direction of 
heaven because, by his Holy Spirit, Jesus is with us always (Matt 28:19-20). 

One of the certain signs that you’ve really soaked in that healing water, is that 
you will be extremely eager to see others experience it too. You’re going to feel 
that this grace is not just FOR YOU. You’re going to look around you and think: 
Who’s missing this? Who is cold or sick or lost or afraid or alone or 
disenfranchised and how do I help them in? It is a law of spiritual nature: The 
more you live in the love of God / the more his love is going to move your 
heart toward others. And for just a moment, it looked like the expert Jesus was 
talking with that day was living that eternal kind of life -- loving God and loving 



his neighbor as himself. “You have answered correctly,” Jesus 
replied. “Do this and you will live.”

III

”But [the expert] wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) It was the limited liability game again. 
Can you point out somebody that I MUST love so that I can feel right about 
myself… so that I can look righteous in the eyes of others… so that I can earn 
the approval or the goodies of God? And so Jesus went on to tell the man one 
of his most famous parables.

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side.  So too, a Levite (a temple elder), when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an 
inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii (two 
days wages) and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, 
‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.’  “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law 
replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” (Luke 10:30-37)

Now, as you’ve probably figured out, there are more than a few things about 
the behavior of the Samaritan in this story that are pretty odd, maybe even 
“extreme.” He could so easily have done NOTHING. For one thing, nobody 
would blame him for not reaching out to help this man in the ditch at all. 
Anyone in Jesus’ first century audience would have known that the road 
between Jerusalem and Jericho was the baddest (as in most crime-ridden) 
stretch of pavement in all of Israel. If you travelled it alone, you were an idiot. 
You were almost certain to be mugged. You brought this calamity on yourself 
and deserved the lumps you got.

Secondly, the Samaritan had good reasons to ignore the need. If he stopped to 
help, he could have been mugged himself. Besides, no Jew would ever stop to 
help a Samaritan were the roles reversed. These people were from different 
cultures. There were generations of separation and contempt between them. 

Thirdly, the Samaritan could have understandably left the job to others. The 
Jerusalem to Jericho road was a connector between two Jewish neighborhoods. 
There was a Jewish priest and a Jewish temple elder on the road ahead of him. 



It was clearly their job to care for one of their own for cultural or religious 
reasons.

And, finally, the Samaritan would have to sacrifice something to help. He’d be 
late if he stopped to help. He’d get dirty and bloody going down in the ditch. 
He’d have to give up some of his precious oil and clothing to dress the man’s 
wounds. He’d have to go out of his way to get the man to a recovery place. 
He’d have to go to considerable expense to cover the man’s lodging and further 
care. He’d have to really disrupt his program if he was to circle back and check 
on him. 

IV

But Jesus pictures the Samaritan doing the extreme thing. In commenting on 
this story, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. points out that “The first question which 
the priest and the Levite asked was: 'If I stop to help this man, what will 
happen to me?' But... the good Samaritan reversed the question.” He asked: “If 
I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?” It’s as if the 
Samaritan had been soaking in the hot tub of God’s eternal life. It’s as if so 
truly loved God that he felt extremely moved to love others. To which Jesus 
says: “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:37)

Again, Dr. King has wisdom to share about this calling: “Life's most persistent 
and urgent question is, 'What are you doing for others?' The universe is so 
structured that things go awry if [people] are not diligent in their cultivation of 
the other-regarding dimension.”

As the parable and our own experience make clear, there will always be reasons 
to ignore the spiritual and social and physical needs of others. But as Dr. King 
said: “I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three 
meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, 
equality, and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what self-centered [people] 
have torn down, other-centered [people] can build up.”

Let me be clear: Dr. King got this vision from Jesus. Read Luke 4 today if you 
doubt that. Christ’s vision for others is the passion we feel in this place. It’s why 
the congregation of 200 people who started Christ Church in 1965 built a “hot 
tub” that could seat thousands of people. It’s why the founders of this church 
emblazoned on our cornerstone the command of Jesus to “Go into all the 
world” (Mark 16:15) and both funded and volunteered for ministries in the 
inner city and around the planet that are about building up others. It is why the 
mission statement of this church is not just “Gathering communities of 
disciples who worship, grow, and serve” but also “Going into all the 
world as witnesses of the life-changing love of Jesus.” And this other-
regarding impulse of God’s eternal love is why I want to issue you a final 
challenge. 



This church IS for you (“4U”). Its intended to be a blessed place for you to 
soak in the love of God and worship, grow, and serve. But this soaking is for 
the purpose of sending. It’s so that you’ll be strengthened and inspired to go 
out and reach others. As you go into these coming days, I challenge you to 
think: “4U+2” Commit yourself to helping at least two other people experience 
the life-changing love of Jesus Christ in this next year. 

How might you do that? Here are some ideas: Build a relationship with 
someone of another race or culture. Stop by the Serve Station in our Commons 
and volunteer for one of our Serve Near programs. Increase your giving to our 
Mission Fund. Open the door of employment for someone who doesn’t have a 
job. Invite someone into the water here. Read my book, WITNESS ESSENTIALS, 
and do what it suggests. Work or vote for policies that help repave and reform 
the Jericho Roads of this world so that people are not constantly beaten or 
robbed. 

And, if our heart for others is not pounding strongly enough to do any of that, 
let’s remember that when we were in a ditch of our own making, when there 
were all kinds of reasons for him to ignore our need, “the GOD Samaritan” 
crossed a great distance and paid a great price to help you and me.

Let’s pray together… 

Lord, we have been reminded in this parable that what a person professes 
religiously is far less significant to you than what they actually DO on the roads 
of this world to express that they have been filled with eternal life. As we go 
forth today, give us eyes and ears to perceive the needs of others and a heart 
to join you in the work of your life-changing love.  For we pray in the name of 
Jesus.  Amen.
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