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Scripture Reading: 
 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his 
own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.   - John 1:9-14  NIV 
 
This is the final segment in our True Story sermon series today. LET’S NOT PUT JESUS AWAY WITH THE 
DECORATIONS! GOD ACTUALLY LOVES YOU – HE REALLY REALLY REALLY DOES. He cares about you personally, 
specifically.  He is concerned about EVERY detail of your life. Yes, you matter to God personally and by name. 
 
Your life. Your family. Your marriage.  Your children. Your health.  Your emotional well-being. 
 
He loves you so much that actually wants your real experience of life to improve. And to keep on getting better. 
To be fuller, more fulfilling, more vibrant. He actually wants you to have a better life experience than you have 
imagined was even possible. Not just have right theology or the right philosophical outlook. No… REAL LIFE  … 
THE GOOD LIFE. SOME SAY ‘TALK IS CHEAP’, let’s see some action to prove that. 
 
Well,  CHRIST’S COMING TO THE EARTH SAYS IT ALL, AND PROVES IT ALL! 
 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. -John 3:16-18 (NIV) 
 
G od’s  
R esources 
A Available to 
C hristians 
E verywhere (1) 
 
Past -    He has covered your past – ALL OF IT – with His forgiving Grace.   
Present -   He is present with you every moment to quell all ANXIETY ABOUT TODAY.   
Future -    He has covered ALL your fears about your future. Both here and in the life after this one.  
 
DO YOU FEEL THIS REALITY OF HIS LOVE TODAY? MOST OF US SELDOM REALLY STAY IN THAT CENTERED PLACE 
OF JUST KNOWING HOW LOVED AND CARED ABOUT WE ARE. 
 
Stuart Briscoe put it so well… 

The spirit of Christmas needs to be superseded by  

 the Spirit of Christ.  

The spirit of Christmas is annual;  

 the Spirit of Christ is eternal.  

The spirit of Christmas is sentimental;  



 the Spirit of Christ is supernatural.  

The spirit of Christmas is a human product;  

 the Spirit of Christ is a divine person. (2) 

 
THIS IS THE REAL MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS - GOD SO LOVED YOU AND ME THAT HE CAME ALL THE WAY FROM 
HEAVEN JUST FOR US. 
 
SO MANY OF US ARE SO CLOSE BUT YET SO FAR AWAY! 
 

I read an interesting story recently about Reeve Lindbergh, the daughter of Charles Lindbergh, the pioneering 

aviator who made the first solo transatlantic flight in 1927. In 1997 the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 

D.C., invited Reeve to speak at a commemoration of the 70th anniversary of her father's historic flight. The 

museum officials invited her to come early to the National Air and Space Museum, where Charles Lindbergh's 

actual plane, the Spirit of St. Louis, is suspended from the ceiling. They arranged for a cherry picker (a bucket 

truck) to take Reeve and her young son Ben up in the air to get a close-up look at the airplane. It was the first 

time Reeve had ever been that close to the actual plane her father had flown, and it was an awesome 

experience. She looked in the tiny window and ran her fingers along the door handle that her father must have 

touched a thousand times.Tears welled up in her eyes as the memories flooded her mind. "Oh, Ben," she said to 

her son, "isn't this amazing?""Yeah," Ben said, equally impressed. "I've never been up in a cherry-picker before!" 

(2) 

I fear that WAY TOO MANY of us are near the true wonder of Christmas, but we miss the whole point of it! 
 
THAT WAS My situation AT CHRISTMAS 1975… I LOVED CHRISTMAS TIME – EVERYTHING  ABOUT IT. I LOVED 
GIVING/RECEIVING GIFTS –  THE FOOD, FUN,  & FESTIVITIES & LOVED MIDNIGHT MASSES.  THERE WAS 
SOMETHING SO MAGICAL ABOUT IT ALL. 
 
BUT BY THE TIME THE DECORATIONS WERE PUT BACK IN THE BOXES – I JUST WENT BACK TO BEING THE SAME 
OLD ME. NOTHING ABOUT ME HAD CHANGED ONE IOTA. I WENT BACK TO BEING THE SELFISH, 
SELF FOCUSED, SELF DETERMINED PERSON I REALLY WAS…  I WASN’T A REALLY BAD PERSON… SO I FELT 
BUT THEN AGAIN THERE WASN’T ANYTHING PARTICULARLY GOOD ABOUT ME EITHER!!! 
 
CHRISTIANITY WAS IN MY LIFE, BUT CHRIST WAS NOT IN MY HEART 
 
BUT THAT ALL CHANGED EARLY IN 1976. In early February I was catapulted into a week long experience  wherein 
I didn’t eat or sleep.  I became keenly aware of who I really was, and I didn’t like what I saw, and I couldn’t 
escape the deep conviction I felt.  I didn’t know what was happening to me, but one night a thought, could this 
be God?  At that very moment a bright white light shone brilliantly in my pitch black dorm room and I was 
stunned by it.  This happened the next night as well in the wee hours of the morning and I began to sense that 
there was Someone there causing this all to happen.  I wanted to start my life over again, and do it right this 
time.  I wanted to love people and help others. I was given a strong motivation to read the Bible – something I 
had NEVER done in my life to that point. 
 
 
MY FIRST REAL CHRISTMAS WAS IN FEBRUARY 1976 WHEN CHRIST, THE REAL CHRIST, WAS BORN AND TOOK UP 
RESIDENCE BUT IN MY HEART. I WAS GIVEN THE POWER TO CHANGE patterns and sinful habits stopped – they 
lost their power over me.  ALL THAT STUFF ABOUT ME THAT I HATED WHEN I SAW MYSELF AS I REALLY WAS -  
started changing – and changing fast! 
 



 I FELT LIKE I’D BEEN BORN AGAIN… AND THEN MET A CHRISTIAN WOMAN ASKED ME A SIMPLE QUESTION - 
HAVE YOU EVER ASKED JESUS INTO YOUR HEART – FOR REAL?  I said no, but I would like to. 
I prayed to Jesus and invited Him into my heart that night. 
 
The entire direction of my life changed completely and for the better, because I was being changed from the 
inside out. I felt a strong desire to teach and counsel people, and I was healed physically and emotionally of 
many things. 
 
I ASK EVERYONE HERE THAT SAME QUESTION TODAY. 
 
HAVE YOU OPENED YOUR HEART TO THIS JESUS AND ASKED/INVITED HIM TO COME INTO YOUR HEART AND 
LIFE?  GOD DOESN’T HAVE ANY GRANDCHILDREN. THIS IS VERY PERSONAL BETWEEN HIM AND YOU. MAYBE 
YOU’VE TRIED EVERYTHING BUT JESUS. HIS HEART YEARNS FOR YOU TO ASK HIM IN 
YOUR VERY ETERNITY DEPENDS ON IT. UNTIL YOU YIELD YOUR HEART TO HIM – NOTHING IS REALLY GOING TO 
CHANGE FOR YOU. 
 
BUT WHEN YOU DO – EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE FOR THE BETTER. 
 
Some here today need a COMPLETE RESTART to start over again like I did in 1976… life is out of control, Christ is 
not in your life at all. Others just need a FRESH START in your relationship/walk with Jesus. He needs to be 
allowed back in the driver’s seat of your life.  
  
Some just need strength to keep pressing on toward the high calling. No matter what your current status is, Jesus 
needs to be, and wants to be, at the very center of it all, inside of us! 
 
And only you can give Him that place of greatest influence. Let Him back into the center of your WHOLE BEING 
TODAY! The Center of your Marriage. The Center of your parenting/relating to your children.The Center of 
managing your finances/business. 
 
The darkness in this world is very troubling, but it is the darkness within us that troubles us the most. 
 
What’s wrong with the world bothers us, but we can turn off the TV news and put it out of our minds. 
 
But it is what is wrong with us that we can’t change that gives us the continual, gnawing pain within –  
that we cannot escape. This is serious business, this whole salvation matter… Our predicament moved God to 
send His Son to Save us 
 
It has been said… 
 

If our greatest need had been information,  

 God would have sent us an educator;  

If our greatest need had been technology,  

 God would have sent us a scientist;  

If our greatest need had been money,  

 God would have sent us an economist;  

If our greatest need had been pleasure, 

  God would have sent us an entertainer;  

But our greatest need was forgiveness,  

 so God sent us a Savior. 

 
 Former Astronaut James Erwin once said,  
 



"There is something more important than man walking on the moon, and that is God walking on the earth." 
 
God is holding out to the entire human race the most amazing, generous offer that could ever be imagined.   
 
My Questions for us today are: 
 
Have you personally accepted AND received Jesus as your Savior? What stands in the way of you doing that 
today? 
 
We need to give an affirmative response to a love so pure, a gift so great, and such amazing grace. 
 
The message of the incarnation (Emmanuel -God Himself becoming a human being) is: The whole human race, 
and every human ever born is in a terrible predicament that they simply cannot extricate themselves from. So 
God sent His Son, to save us from this situation.  He named Him Jesus - Savior - because He came to solve the 
dilemma of the human condition.  God devised a plan to save us, and then came here to both be the news and 
deliver the news personally. 
 
Some may feel they are beyond help, that they have messed their lives up beyond repair – that there is no hope 
for them. But that is exactly what Jesus is really good at – saving us from our sinfulness and the effects of it. 
Jesus comes to save people "from their sins," to wipe out the blot of evil that separates imperfect people from a 
holy God. Jesus comes to reconcile and restore our relationship with God and others. God is with us because he 
wants to be with us. He made us; he loves us; he wants to save us from our sins.  
 
 “Christ was content with a stable when he was born so that we could have a mansion when we die.”   

- Chuck Swindoll 
 
How have we responded to the greatest gift ever given? SO MANY THINK… I will deal with my eternity later.  But 
tomorrow is not guaranteed to ANYONE. 
 
My dear brother Jim tried one religion after another. He was seeking for something. Ultimately he settled on 
Orthodox Judaism. He had faith in God, but no assurance of his own salvation. 
He knew what we believed. He knew the way to be right with God. He knew how to be forgiven. He knew the 
Way to heaven was Jesus. But he had never opened his heart to Jesus as Savior and bowed the knee as LORD. 
Until those last 48 hours on earth when he opened his heart to Jesus and prayed… 10 times over! 
 
It is never too late and never too soon to come to Jesus yourself! When we recognize the supreme importance of 
being right with God … How have we responded to the great One who brought the amazing message of God’s 
grace?  
 
So many people in our circles ignore Jesus’ offer to save them, because they don’t yet understand their eternally 
‘terminal’ condition - for which only Jesus is the cure. Many people know about church. They know about 
religion. They know about the 10 Commandments. They know about heaven and hell. And all of that turns them 
away from God. But so many don’t the Savior personally, yet. 
 
For a third year running, FORTUNE Magazine has named Hilcorp one of the "100 Best Companies to Work For."  
This year, they certainly proved themselves worthy by awarding each of their 1,380 employees a $100,000 
Christmas bonus. That’s right—$100,000 per employee, regardless of their position in the company! The 
bonuses allow the entire Hilcorp team to share in the company’s success. This is not the first time Hilcorp has 
offered extravagant bonuses (a few years ago it offered its employees the choice of a $50,000 car or $35,000 in 
cash), and no doubt it won’t be the last.  Receptionist Amanda Thompson told Fox 4 News in Houston “It’s just a 
true gift, and I think myself, along with everyone, is not going to give less than 100 percent each day,” (3) 
 
Hilcorp's generosity really is a “true gift.”  But what about the original Christmas bonus program?! 
Two thousand plus years ago, God presented Himself to all mankind as the truest of all true gifts.  



He came to live for us and to die for us so that He could offer us the bonus of all bonuses—eternal life, offered 
equally to each one, regardless of our position, rank, or status. 
 
For God so loved the world —that's Bethlehem. That he gave his one and only Son —that's Calvary. 
That whoever believes in him might not perish —that's Salvation. But have eternal life —that's Forever.  
JESUS is not just ‘the reason for the season’. He is GOD’S solution to the darkness of this world. 
He is the answer to what ails all of us and ails this world. We need to keep communicating this Good News in 
every way we can! It’s time for all of us to Experience the joy of Christmas for ourselves. And receiving the gift of 
Christ is so easy,  but you must act upon God’s gift.  God has given us the gift of Jesus Christ and just as He was 
born that day, He can be born in your heart this morning by you simply turning your life over to Him and saying , 
Jesus I want you as my Lord and Savior.  Thank you Lord!  I don’t get all the details, but I do see your heart of love 
for me and I want in on this! Here is my heart Lord, such as it is.  I trust you to make something beautiful out of 
the mess I have made - I sure know I can’t do that by myself! And when you do, you will experience a joy that is 
beyond compare, and not just for a season, but for all of eternity.  
 
We beg you not to toss aside this marvelous message of God’s great kindness.  
 For God says, “Your cry came to me at a favorable time, when the doors of welcome were wide open. I helped 
you on a day when salvation was being offered.” Right now God is ready to welcome you. Today he is ready to 
save you. 
2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (TLB) 

 

 

 
 
Footnotes: 
 
(1)  “Application Commentary” by Jon Courson 
(2)   Stuart Briscoe, as quoted by Daniel A. Armah in  “Lessons of Christmas” 
(3)   “Walking In Your Own Shoes” by Robert A. Schueller   
(4)  Fortune.com Online post. DECEMBER 11, 2015 
 

 

 
 


