
GPS
Set Your Course By Reliable Truth

Getting the Gospel Series (Part 3)

Text: Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 3:5-6; Romans 16:25-27; 2 Timothy 
3:16-17

We Get Lost in Life

In January 2013, Sabine Moreau set out from her home in Belgium to pick up a 
friend in Brussels, 90 miles away. The trip should have taken her about an 
hour-and-a-half. Two days later, however, Sabine had still not arrived at her 
intended destination. Panicked loved ones contacted police who managed to 
track her down, based on her credit card transactions. It turns out that an error 
in the GPS system in Sabine’s car had churned out faulty directions. Dutifully 
following its instructions, Sabine had managed to cross five international 
borders, stopping along the way to get gas and take naps. She eventually 
found herself in Croatia— nearly 1000 miles away from Brussels. "I just kept 
going,” Sabine told a Belgian reporter: “I saw all kinds of signs, first in French, 
then in German, and finally in Croatian, but I continued driving because I was 
distracted. When I passed Zagreb [Croatia], I told myself I [really] should turn 
around." 

When I first read that story, it struck me as such an extreme tale of stupidity 
that all I could do was shake my head and laugh. And then I started thinking 
about the other stories I know and the saga of Sabine Moreau no longer 
seemed so outrageous. How many of us can tell tales of times when we or 
someone we know wound up by erroneous turns and various distractions very 
far away from an intended destination? 

I’ve got a friend who sits in prison now because of a series of directional 
choices, each so small that he never imagined they would land him where he is 
now or do the damage he ended up doing to others. Some of you have seen 
the course of a marriage or a family life wander far afield of the desired 
destination by these incremental course changes, none so large in themselves 
as to raise full alarm. Addictions and the other decisions that destroy our health 
often run this way. The decay of character into a pattern of lying or excuse-
making or any of the other deadly sins usually happens in the same fashion. 
Even the decline of a society or nation happens by these small degrees. A 
wrong turn here. An erroneous decision there. A missed or ignored sign. 

The world’s guidance system often encourages us to keep going in a particular 
direction – expressing ourselves, advancing ourselves, coddling or comforting 
ourselves. Like Sabine Moreau, we’re presented with enough distractions that 
we may not examine too often where we are or think too deeply about how we 



got there, till one day we are 1000 miles from where we planned to be. “I just 
kept going… I saw some signs… but I continued driving.” As the Proverb says: 
“There is a way that appears to be right but in the end it leads to 
[someplace we don’t want to go]” (Prov 14:12).

We Need God’s Positioning System

But here’s the GOOD NEWS. God can meet us in Zagreb. He can find us in 
whatever far country we’ve wandered and lead us toward home. This is the 
GOSPEL message. Jesus makes it possible for you and me to get right with God 
and never again have to drive through life alone. Once we’re united with God, 
the power of his Holy Spirit can begin to flow through us. He can help us 
overcome our character flaws and develop the fruit of his nature where those 
flaws used to be. 

But the good news is even “gooder” than this. Once we’ve made the decision to 
travel through life with him, God gives us a more dependable guidance system 
than we were driving by before. Now we can set our life’s course by God’s 
reliable truth and it’s this third dimension of the GOSPEL message I invite you 
to think about today.

If you know the story of King David of Israel or his son, Solomon, then you 
know that both of these men got woefully lost at times. They were subject to 
the same distractions and seductions that derail many of us – the quest for sex, 
money, power, or fame. These guys made stupid, selfish decisions that took 
them far from where they really wanted to go in life. But God helped both of 
these remarkable figures re-position themselves. David would later write: “Thy 
Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psa 119:105 
KJV). Solomon would famously say: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” (Prov 3:5-6 NKJV).

David and Solomon and the disciples who made up the first church rejoiced 
that they’d discovered “God’s Positioning System” (GPS). The theological 
word for it is “REVELATION” -- the “revealed truth for living” that God supplies 
to his followers in the Scriptures we call the Bible or the Word of God. In one 
of his letters to his young protégé, Timothy, the Apostle Paul writes: “All 
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work” (2 
Tim 3:16-17). There are some really important ideas worth pondering in these 
verses and they can be summed up in three words.

Our GPS is Inspired

The first word is INSPIRED. Paul says, “All scripture is inspired by God” (2 



Tim 3:16). Not just the sections about Jesus. Not just the parts we find it easy 
to agree with or follow. From cover to cover, in a whole variety of literary 
forms, through a wide range of voices and viewpoints, in passages that are easy 
to understand and some that won’t be unraveled till we stand on the other side 
of death’s door, God is breathing. That’s literally what inspiration means. The 
root word “Spiro” means breath, as in spirit. The Bible is God seeking to breath 
His life into us. 

The good news is that you’ve got a source of direction in life that is infinitely 
more reliable and insightful than Wikipedia, the Wall Street Journal, Reddit, or 
your favorite pundit. You now have personal access to the revealed intelligence 
of the most magnificent mind in the Universe. Though compiled across 
centuries by people who never knew each other or read the parts to which their 
portion would be conjoined, the Bible remains strikingly unified in its themes, 
staggeringly accurate in its telling and foretelling of events, and stunningly 
relevant to every generation and culture. 

Some people have gone way overboard trying to find crazy codes and patterns 
that prove its divine origins. But let me share just one fascinating little factoid, 
I’ve shared once before, because it does make one wonder. Do you know what 
the shortest chapter in the Bible is? It’s Psalm 117. How about the longest 
chapter? It is Psalm 119. Can you guess which chapter is the exact center 
chapter of the Bible? Psalm 118. There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118. 
There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118. Add these two numbers up and you 
get 1188. Now, what do you suppose is the exact center verse of the Bible? 
Psalm 118:8. Wouldn’t it be interesting if that verse had some significant 
application for orienting human life? Do you know what that verse says? ”It is 
better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man” (Psalm 118:8). 
Odd how that worked out, isn’t it? It’s as if the contents of this book, though 
compiled over centuries, was sourced by a single brilliant mind. It’s like it was 
actually breathed by Someone larger than history itself. And it was. You can set 
your course in life by reliable truth. You have an error-free positioning system, 
one uniquely INSPIRED. 

Our GPS Is Useful

But here’s a further bit of good news. This GPS you’ve been given is USEFUL -- 
in all the ways we need most. Let’s face it, every day, you and I are beset by a 
barrage of information and inputs. My phone can read me the latest sports 
scores on-demand. Entertainment Tonight guarantees I won’t miss a single 
update on Blake Shelton’s love life. YouTube and Snapchat bring me loads of 
laughs and weirdness. CNN and FOX supply me with the not-really-“news” that 
government is still deadlocked. All of these sources give you and me something 
to talk about. But how deeply USEFUL is all this? 

What would be useful to most of us is to have a guidebook for teaching time-



tested values to our kids, coworkers, and even ourselves. It would be useful to 
have a voice of truth that gave us the reproof or rebuke we need to face our 
besetting sins, without all the emotional baggage that comes when our family 
members dish it out to us. What would be useful is to have a reliable source of 
correction when we’re veering off the good path degree by degree and can’t 
spot it because everyone else we know is off-track too. It would be useful to 
have a source for training disciplines that will bulk up our moral muscle and 
enable us to perform rightly when we’re under intense pressure. So here’s the 
good news. To an extent you will find nowhere else, the Bible you can take in 
your hand, carry on your phone, access wherever you are “is USEFUL for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16-17).  

Our GPS Equips Us for Proficiency

God’s Word is INSPIRED like no other authority. It is USEFUL in all the ways we 
most need help. And, finally, says Paul, God has given us the Scriptures, “so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped (proficient) for 
every good work” (2 Tim 3:17). Now, I can’t speak for you, but when I am 
ruthlessly honest with myself, I know that I am not there yet. I spend a great 
deal of energy focused on being efficient or sufficient or omniscient. When I’m 
thinking most clearly, however, I realize that what I really want is to become 
PROFICIENT. I want to become truly proficient at being a great spouse, 
wonderfully proficient in my parenting, unusually proficient in the way I handle 
conflict, remarkably proficient in how I manage resources and encourage others 
and shape this world for the better. 

The Bible is the key to building this kind of proficiency. It is God’s heart, mind, 
soul, and strength offered to all of us who belong to God so that we be 
“thoroughly equipped for every good work.” God has made HIMSELF 
available to you and me through His written Word every bit as powerfully and 
personally as He did to the original disciples through His Word made flesh. If 
we will take hold of Him more regularly, take Him into ourselves more fully, we 
will be amazed by the impact. Maybe you recall the observation of the great 
nineteenth century English preacher, C.H. Spurgeon, that “a Bible that’s falling 
apart [from use] is usually owned by someone who isn’t.” On the contrary, the 
people I’ve known who’ve truly opened the Bible regularly and taken in the 
grace and truth offered here have been the opposite of falling apart. They have 
lived, loved, laughed, and learned at a level for which I am still striving and 
seldom gotten lost. 

How about you? Some of us, like Sabine Moreau are out in our own personal 
Zagreb right now, counting on our own efficiency, sufficiency, or omniscience. 
But the voice of God is speaking from a GPS better than the one we’ve been 
using. He’s calling us to a far better kind of proficiency. “Re-calculating route… 
Make a U-turn when safe… Let me help you get where you want to go and then 



find your way home.”

If you want that kind of guidance for yourself, it’s as near as your Bible. Take 
hold of it more often and join me in prayer…

O God, how great the good news the GOSPEL is, that we can get right with 
you, overcome our flaws, and set our course by reliable truth. Thank you that 
you have given us in your Holy Word such inspired, useful, equipment. Now 
send us forth on the road of life, truly employing all the gifts of this wonderful 
revelation. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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