
 

THE DAMSEL & THE DRAGON 
Future Faith (Part 12) 

Text: Revelation 12 
 

 
This message was provided by Christ Church of Oak Brook and 

 Love Changes Life, the broadcast ministry at Christ Church of Oak Brook. 
 

© Daniel D. Meyer / Christ Church of Oak Brook 1

I 
 
J. Nelson Kraybill, President of Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana calls 
the Book of Revelation “the Jurassic Park of biblical interpretation.”  It is an apt analogy, I 
think. We meet such strange and terrifying animals in this place that most of us are thrown into 
a conflict something akin to that faced by the characters in Michael Crichton’s spell-binding 
novel.  On the one hand, we’re half-compelled to keep wandering through the jungle out of an 
obsessive curiosity to see what amazing creature pops up next.  On the other, we’re half-
tempted to fly from the island of Patmos as fast as our mental helicopter will take us. 
 
It doesn’t get any easier as we enter that part of the park that stretches from chapter 12 
through 17.  It is here that we encounter the Tyrannosaurus Rex and the Velociraptors of 
Revelation. The Bible calls them the “Dragon” and the “Beasts” out of the Sea and the Earth. 
Much has been made through the centuries of these creatures.  People have interpreted these 
creatures as symbolizing any one of a variety of evil Emperors, Kings, and nations.  Next week, 
I’m going to explore with you some of those historical applications; but today I want to focus 
on what I believe is the larger meaning of these figures.  
 
In between all the puzzling imagery of Revelation is this very consistent message – that behind 
the thick foliage of human politics, economics, and social affairs, there lurks and works a 
rapacious Predator. Verse 9 of chapter 12, bluntly identifies him as follows.  He is – and I quote 
– “that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 
astray.”  
 
Now I recognize that this statement probably elicits a variety of responses in any group of 
listeners – from “Give me a break” to “I knew that all the time.”  Whichever end of the 
spectrum you may be on, one thing is certain:  Most people are somewhat provoked by the idea 
of Satan and his influence in the world. According to a study by the Princeton Religious 
Research Center, 66% of Americans believe in the existence of a personified Adversary to the 
cause of God and good. 28% do not. 6% aren't sure.  That the majority tends toward belief in 
Satan may help explain why such a Being has been the focus of a great deal of popular 
speculation in recent times, giving rise to a host of images about him.   
 

II 
 
Sometimes Satan is pictured as the sort of debonaire and attractively savvy bon vivant of the 
like portrayed by Jack Nicholson in The Witches of Eastwick or by Al Pacino in The Devil’s 
Advocate.  In these characterizations, he can even seem to be someone who, albeit cursed with 
a wicked temper, does seem to have this side to him that actually wants to help people in his 
own peculiar way. 
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I think in this connection of the story of the woman who came home one day with an extremely 
expensive dress.  Upon learning how much the garment cost, the woman's husband went 
ballistic.  "Honey, what were you thinking?!" he said.  "You know we can't afford that!"  "I 
know," the woman said.  "I didn't plan to buy the thing; it's just that the devil made me do it."  
"The devil?" her husband protested.  "That's right," the woman said.  "I was just trying on a 
few clothes in that store and the devil said to me:  'My dear, I've never seen you look more 
gorgeous than you do in that dress.'"  "Well then," said her husband, "Why didn't you say: 'Get 
thee behind me, Satan'?"  "I did," came the reply.  "But the devil said: “Wow, Marilyn, it looks 
great from behind too!'" 
 
If Satan is characterized in this supportive light at times, there are other times when he is 
portrayed as someone for whom we might actually even feel a bit sorry -- as in a recent 
recreation of Faust, staged by Randy Newman. There Satan is pictured as a sympathetic and 
expansive soul with whom an obsessive-compulsive God has had a temporary falling out.  The 
clear implication is that Satan was a bit of a Beast, but really only the sort of one who – with a 
modicum of kind treatment and perseverance -- could readily be transformed back into a 
charming Prince.  
 
That these ambivalent and even charitable depictions of the Devil have gained such currency in 
the popular imagination today suggests how far our culture has drifted from a biblical worldview 
and how desperately we need the corrective lens which the Book of Revelation provides. When 
the Bible speaks of Evil, it isn’t referring to human vice slightly exaggerated.  It isn’t describing 
the sort of reformable Beast that Beauty met. The Book of Revelation shows us a Being so 
wicked, ruthless, and bloodthirsty that he seeks to do what is most heinous to human 
imagination: He wants to feed on children. 
 

III 
 
This is how Revelation 12 pictures Satan. It says that he is like a dragon waiting to devour the 
newborn son of a pregnant woman.  It is one of those many holographic images we get in this 
book; that is, it is an image that has a reality and meaning in several different dimensions.  On 
one obvious level it describes the events surrounding the birth of Jesus to Mary. We recall how 
that reptilian character, Herod the Great, sought to devour her baby when he was born. Yet, as 
we know, God snatched up the child to safety as his mother and father fled to the deserts of 
Egypt. On another level the image here suggests how rapaciously the Devil acting through the 
chief priests and pharisees sought to destroy Christ at the cross. Yet again, God raised his Son 
to life, and preserved Mary in the care of the Apostle John himself. 
 
Behind all these events, says John, a cosmic battle was raging in the heavens. We’re given a 
vision of the archangel Michael warring against the Dragon and his dark angels. In the end, 
however, Evil is no match for Good. Satan is defeated and “hurled down” from authority. The 
vision pictures the vanquished Devil now searching the earth to destroy the damsel who had 
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given birth to Christ, but again God preserves her from persecution.  Finally, the enraged 
serpent does the one last thing left for him to do.  He turns his attention on “the rest of her 
offspring -- those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of 
Jesus.”  
 
It is here that the hologram shifts to a further plane of meaning.  Now the Damsel in distress is 
no longer Mary, but the Church itself, the Bride of Christ, the mother of every Christian here. 
The staggeringly sobering news that John is imparting to his first readers and by extension to 
believers in every age is that you and I are now the Dragon’s prey.  If he can’t get at the 
firstborn Son, he will do everything in his power to destroy you and me. 
 
Just how Evil does that we’ll talk further about next week, but let me hint at it today.  There is 
an old Indian legend that helps to make the point well. In that story, a young brave decides to 
test his mettle by hiking to the top of a snow-capped mountain.  Upon reaching the peak, the 
boy’s heart swells with pride. It is then that he hears a rustle at his feet. Looking down, he sees 
a small snake. Before he can move, the snake speaks.  "I am about to die," says the snake. "It 
is too cold for me up here, and there is no food. Put me under your shirt and take me down to 
the valley." "No," says the youth. "I know your kind. You are a rattlesnake. If I pick you up, you 
will bite, and your bite will kill me."  "Not so," said the snake. "I will treat you differently. If you 
do this for me, I will not harm you." The youth resists for awhile, but this is a very persuasive 
snake. At last the youth tucks the serpent under his shirt and carries it down to the valley. 
There he lays it down gently. Suddenly the snake coils, rattles and leaps, sinking his fangs into 
the child’s leg. "But you promised," cries the youth.  "Yes, I did,” says the snake as it slithers 
away. “But you knew what I was when you picked me up."1 
 

IV 
 
To this day, he works the same way, this Dragon. Though he is, as Revelation reminds us, a 
many-headed Hydra, he makes himself and his propositions look as harmless as a garter snake.  
He says: “Pick up that flirtation, that next drink or cigarette, that little lie; hey, you’re still in 
control.  Compromise on this principle, cut that moral corner, reach further out for that brass 
ring; trust me, it can’t hurt. Vent that passion, bow to that pressure and you’ll be more relaxed.  
Shave that truth, do what others are doing, and you’ll be so glad you did.” And so many people 
pick up and go.  They follow what looks like just a little snake-trail into the undergrowth, only to 
find themselves one-day gripped by the raging jaws of ”an enormous dragon.”   
 
Friends, the Adversary’s strategies are cunning. He is a chameleon. He has successfully 
insinuated himself into many of the most influential institutions this world boasts. He has people 
carrying him who don’t know what they have under their coats. This is why Christ calls the 
children of His Church to live thoughtfully.  This is why He calls us to flee from Evil, even when 
it seems small.  This is why He urges us to take pains to keep humbly arming ourselves with 
the sword of His Word and armoring ourselves spiritually, even when we feel strong.2  
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But keep this in perspective too: At his most towering height, the Dragon is little more than a 
newt on the sidewalk to Christ, and the prophecy given to humanity back in Genesis still holds 
true:  The offspring of the Damsel will crush the snake under His heel.3  The great Scottish 
reformer, John Knox, once put it this way, and I’ll close with his words: “Mark what has been 
the practice of the Devil from the beginning, most cruelly to rage against God's children, when 
God begins to show them his mercy… [But] if Satan fume and roar against you, whether it be 
against your bodies by persecution, or inwardly in your consciences by a spiritual battle, do not 
be discouraged, as though you were less acceptable in God's presence, or that Satan might at 
any time prevail against you. No! ... I have good hope, and my prayer will likewise be, that you 
may be so strengthened, that the world and Satan himself may understand and perceive, that 
God is fighting your battle.” 
 
Let us pray… 
 
 
                                                 
1 Published in GUIDEPOSTS (July, 1988). Requoted here in condensed form in "But You Promised" by Iron Eyes 
Cody, READER'S DIGEST (June, 1989), p. 131. 
2 Read Ephesians 6:10-18 
3 See Genesis 3:14-15 
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