
FOLLOW
Take Root (Part 1)

Texts: Gen 12:1-5; Eph 3:17-19

Imagine your life (or our life as a church) as like something green and growing. 
It has roots of a certain depth, in a particular kind of soil. It develops quickly or 
slowly, depending on the depth of those roots or the quality of its soil. It can 
grow to be a little spindly stalk that is not much to look at, produces little fruit, 
and is easily mowed down. OR…it can grow into a massive oak tree that no 
storm can topple and whose canopy supplies shelter and seed to countless 
other lives.

The story we’ll begin studying today is of a little seed that became a very big 
and remarkable tree. This story is at the root of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 
alike. More than half the world’s population traces its spiritual origins to this 
epic narrative. In other words, this is a history-shaping story.

The tale opens up in the land of Ur of the Chaldeans (Gen 11:31). In 
centuries to come, this land will be the home of Babylon and, eventually, Iraq. 
Genesis 11 tells us that Ur is also the place where humanity built the infamous 
Tower of Babel– a symbol of runaway pride. The people of Ur worship the 
moon. In other words, they’ve set their eyes on a mere reflection of the Sun, 
the true source of light. They worship an idol -- something that can move their 
emotions like the moon moves the seas – but does not have power to make life 
flourish.

In the Land of Ur, only the descendants of God’s servant, Noah, still carry the 
seed of the ancient faith in the one true God. At the end of the family line is 
Terah, a man whose name literally means “moon” in Hebrew. Terah’s name 
suggests that this final remnant of the last godly family is also giving in to 
idolatry. Terah, we discover, has one son, a man named Abram (lit. meaning 
“Father”). It is an odd name for HIM because Abram and his wife Sarai are 
childless and entering old age.
 
Here’s the scene, then, as Genesis 11 comes to a close: The last little branch of 
the family tree of God’s great servant, Noah, is withering away. There is no seed 
left to bring forth a better world. And the desert night is closing in, dark and 
cold.

Where Am I Rooted?

In many ways, you and I are living in the Land of Ur today. The ancient faith at 
the root of our nation is fading or forgotten. More and more people put their 
hopes in idols or moonshine. We hope time will fix all that’s wrong, but it 



won’t. We wish things will turn around, but they don’t. We ask: Where are the 
heroes, the servants and statesmen that our world needs? And then there comes 
a Voice, as once it came to the last of the line of Noah. And the Voice says: “I 
am calling YOU.”

Genesis 12 reads: The Lord said to Abram, “GO from your country, your 
people, and your father’s household to the land I will show you. I will 
make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great… and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you.” (Gen 12:1-3)

It was a crazy call on so many levels. Abram’s life was firmly rooted and 
established in Ur. This country was where his people and his father’s wealthy 
household was – everything Abram likely associated with security, satisfaction, 
and significance. But The Lord said to Abram, “GO from your country, 
your people, and your father’s household…” (Gen 12:1). “Pull up your 
roots from this place and GO,” said God. Wow. You don’t suppose God still 
calls people like that, do you? 

It seems to me that the story of Abraham and Sarah is especially worth studying 
because it raises three : CRUCIAL QUESTIONS every one of us benefits from 
answering honestly. And the first one is this: Where am I ROOTED? What’s the 
land, the soil, the sustaining stuff in which my life is planted?  

If truth be told, some of us are actually pretty rootless, in a sense. We roll 
across life’s surface, a bit like a tumbleweed. We go a lot of places and bump 
into a lot of people. But we don’t send down roots. We don’t make big 
commitments or get tied down. Tumbleweeds get great roles in westerns. They 
are symbols of freedom but not a truly flourishing life. 

Others of us have what I’d call restless roots. We plug in and out of a variety 
grounds. We go from home to school to work to relationship to activity to 
church to the next thing, planting a bit of ourselves in all these places. We 
send out tendrils into all sorts of potential sources of security, satisfaction, or 
significance. We value this a little bit and lend our support to that a little bit. 
We are well-diversified but not deep. Can you think of any area of your life 
where you truly flourish or help other people flourish but you don’t go deep? 

Then there are those of us living with misplaced roots. We keep putting our 
hope in the next pleasure, the next product, the next policy or politician – but 
we’re rooting ourselves in shifting sand and moonbeams. We need better soil 
for our lives. 

The good news is that better ground is available. The Bible teaches that God 
wants us to root our lives more deeply in his love. By his “love,” the Bible 
means the rich soil of God’s goodness. It means his presence, his power, his 



promises, his perfect plans for us and others. The Apostle Paul puts it like this: 
I pray that you, being ROOTED and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge… WHY should we work to root ourselves 
more deeply in Christ? Paul answers: : “That you may be filled to the 
measure of ALL THE FULLNESS of God. (Eph 3:17-19). 

We come to church for a lot of reasons, but God’s desire is to do nothing less 
than flow through you all the power and potential for living that He has in Him. 
He wants to fill you with the fullness of his grace so that you grow up into a 
person that can be a source of blessing in the lives others. So, think this week 
about where you are spending time and emerging rooting yourself and where 
you want to really sink your roots deep in weeks ahead. 

Am I Willing to Grow?

Then, SECONDLY, ask yourself: Am I willing to GROW? Let me be blunt. Many 
people just play at discipleship.  They are mainly interested in trying to gain fire 
and life insurance for after they die. Or they are ADMIRERS of Jesus, but they 
aren’t really willing to be his FOLLOWERS in this life. What’s the truth about 
you? If you really want to grow to ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD then, like Abram 
you need to GO. In the days ahead, you need to FOLLOW where God leads you, 
even if that is somewhat scary. Growing requires going. 

We get a vivid picture of what courage this takes in God’s interaction with 
Abram. God says: Go to the land that I will show you (Gen 12:1). If I am 
Abram, I’m responding: “And where is this land? Is the weather good. Is there a 
Costco there?” And God replies: “Like I said, I will show you.” Later God says to 
Abram and Sarai: “I’m going to give you a son.” I imagine them saying: “And 
WHEN exactly will that happen, because we’d like to organize our schedule for 
it?  We’ll need time to get a crib and paint the nursery. And besides, HOW will 
that happen? I don’t know if you’ve noticed God, but we’re like REALLY old.” 
And God repeats: “I’ve got a plan. You just GO.”

Some of us never become genuine disciples of Jesus, because we will not do 
this. We’re too committed to control. We are OK with the idea of having God as 
our spiritual GPS system – a voice that guides us to where WE want to go. But 
until we are committed to going where GOD wants to go, he is not our LORD 
and we will not experience the full blessing he has in mind.

If you read Genesis 11, you see that the chapter ends with Abram’s entire family 
leaving Ur to go off on a journey toward the land of Canaan. Somewhere along 
the way, however, the travelers lose their will to go on and they pull over at a 
rest-stop called Harran. You can imagine Abram saying: “God, it is so hot out 
here. People are sick of eating lizard and cactus burgers. Everyone’s begging 



me: Tell your dad we ought to settle here or turn around.” 

So chapter 12 is, basically, God saying: “OK, Abe, let them retreat, but YOU go 
on. Root yourself more deeply in me. I’ll be your dependable ground on this 
journey. I am the Way. You keep going to the land that I will show you.”  
You’re going to face that a lot. In your marriage or family, at your school or 
workplace, in your public and private life, you’ll meet many situations where 
others are fading or faltering. You’ll have to decide: Will I do as they do OR 
choose to root myself first and foremost in God? Will I settle down or turn 
around here OR am I willing to keep growing by going where God leads? 
Disciples are made in those moments. It’s not really FAITH until you actually 
FOLLOW.

How Many Branches Do I Want to Extend?

At the end of the day, maybe the most crucial question for each of us to ask is: 
How many branches do I want to EXTEND? What’s the scope of my vision for 
blessing? You see, God had a staggering vision for Abram and Sarai. If they 
would take root in him and keep growing by going, God would extend 
branches from their family tree that wld bring faith, hope, and love to millions 
across history. And He did! 

You and I and the phenomenal ministry that is Christ Church are here because 
of the choices that Abram and Sarai made 4,000 years ago. Here’s the bottom 
line: God’s not done filling up people and extending blessings to others 
through them. He wants… More people learning about him, worshipping him, 
and finding life abundant and eternal in the years ahead… More children and 
families lifted out of poverty into the life of flourishing for which he made 
them… More vital local churches to help renew the spiritual life of America so 
that it doesn’t become just another Ur. Knowing what you do about the heart 
of God, is there any doubt that he wants this? 

God can do this. He can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. But 
to do so, God must first move you and me. We have the same choice Abram 
and Sarai had. We can stay right where we are, hold on to our temporary 
securities, focus on ourselves, then wonder why we aren’t experiencing the joy 
& influence we deeply want.  OR we can FOLLOW God on the biggest adventure 
of faith we’ve ever been on. 

I can’t emphasize enough that the dollars, the projects in our prospectus, they 
are just the outflow of the number one goal of this campaign. In fact, if 
someone came in after this service and wrote me a check for the entire amount 
we’re seeking, we’d praise God, but we’d still go on this journey together. If 
100% of us truly opened ourselves up to God and what he wants to do, what 
might the final number and impact be? 



Let me say in closing, do you know what I love about God? So much. But 
especially this: God never asks of us what he would not do or has not 
already done himself. As we’ll see in our study ahead, what Abram and Sarai 
did imperfectly, Jesus would one day do flawlessly. When the Heavenly Father 
pointed out the brokenness of his creation, the Son of God said: “I will GO.” He 
left his familiar comforts behind to comfort us. He became homeless to help us 
find our true home. He gave up everything to give us everything. He became 
like us so that we might become like him. 

Now he invites us to draw closer to him than we’ve ever been before and 
FOLLOW his lead. Will you do that with me and Amy and those around you in 
these weeks ahead?  If you are open to that, then bow your head with me now 
and make this your prayer between our times together: Gracious and generous 
God, help us to root our life more deeply in you, for the sake of others. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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